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words passed between Chancellor and Kaiser, the former tendering
his resignation, and the latter threatening to commit suicide. " The
morning after your resignation would fail to find the Kaiser alive.
Think of my poor wife and children." In the meantime the Treaty
was being examined in Russia, and LamsdorfT, the Russian Foreign
Secretary, was, for different reasons, as hostile as the German Chan-
cellor. He saw in it an act of perfidy which would be ruinous to
Russian statesmanship ; he did not believe that France would submit
when faced with the accomplished fact; he saw Russia, having lost
her one friend, passing again under the German yoke. The Grand
Duke Nicholas abounded in the same sense, and though the pro-
German party fought a stubborn rear-guard action, the Tsar yielded
to the view of his advisers that there could be no alliance with
Germany without the consent of France, which was as good as saying
never.
The failure of the Bjorkoe Treaty ended the dream of the " Conti-
nental League against England " which had flitted through the minds
of German statesmen at intervals in the previous ten years. In 1895
Biilow and Holstein had discovered that France could not be persuaded,
but in 1905 they hoped that she might be coerced by the joint pressure
of Russia and Germany. When Russia refused to play this part,
there remained nothing for Germany but to threaten and frighten
the French, and this she continued to do all through the autumn and
early winter of 1905. The Kaiser, who in after years represented
himself as the innocent victim of his Ministers in these transactions,
rewarded Biilow for the fall of Delcasse by making him a Prince, and
made provocative speeches about " dry powder and well-sharpened
swords/* German Ambassadors talked ominously of what would
happen if, at the Conference to which she had reluctantly consented,
France resisted the demands of Germany in Morocco.
It was a difficult and embarrassing situation for the British Govern-
ment, which now realized that their promise of" diplomatic support"
had brought them into the heart of the European quarrel. There
could be no mistaking the fact that the browbeating of France was
the return blow for her Entente with Britain. The ground chosen
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